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PRESIDENT of the BOARD of TRUSTEES
This year will be marked in our historical timeline as a monumental 
one. In May, Brenda Jones retired and our new executive director, 
Jeffrey A. Mittman, joined us. Four months later, the ACLU of Eastern 
Missouri and the ACLU of Kansas and Western Missouri realigned 
borders to strengthen liberty in both states. 
    While it seems like we are moving at light-
ning speed, these accomplishments are the 
result of years of strategic planning. In 2008, 
we joined a core group of affiliates that ACLU 
National supports so we can expand our legal, 
legislative and public education programming. 
With National’s assistance, we are doing just 
that. 
    In 2014, we will continue our transition to 
an integrated state affiliate so that both the 
ACLU of Kansas and the ACLU of Missouri  
can each focus on the needs of our respective 
states. I look forward to partnering with former 
Western Missouri board members Bill Raney, 
Pam Woodard, Rob Rymer and Steve Streen 
as we become one unified state affiliate. 
   Our next challenge is to secure the financial resources to firmly root 
the ACLU of Missouri so it can continue to calibrate the scales of jus-
tice in the future. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
It’s an honor to join the ACLU of Missouri family.  Our long history of 
landmark litigation, tradition of excellent community leadership, and a 
professional staff that always goes above and beyond to protect liberty, 
are truly inspiring.
 We hope you enjoy this Annual Report, which summarizes how we 
defend and expand the constitutional rights and civil liberties of ALL 
Missourians – no matter the person’s race, religion, political ideology  
or resources.  And we think you will notice that we are especially effec-
tive at defending those who often feel like they are not being heard.  
 Many of you have consistently helped us amplify our voice by shar-
ing the ACLU message with your family and friends, neighbors and 
colleagues, and keeping your federal, state and local representatives 

apprised of issues that are important to you. 
    You have also helped us by generously 
providing the resources to do our work and 
we are pleased to recognize you in this 
report.  Contrary to popular belief, we do not 
receive governement funding. Please join me 
in thanking our many supporters who allow 
us to aggressively defend constitutional rights 
that are endangered. Their names are listed 
on pages 6 and 7.
    Finally, we are YOUR ACLU. Please feel 
free to call us at 314-652-3114 to discuss the 
important work we are privileged to do every 
day.
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Free Speech 
This year the ACLU won numerous 
First Amendment cases defending the 
rights of individuals and organizations 
to picket or leaflet in the cities of St. 
Louis, Desloge, Poplar Bluff, Cape 
Girardeau and along funeral routes 
throughout Missouri. 

Thanks to the ACLU, residents of 
St. Ann and Florissant can post 
political yard signs without unconstitu-
tional restrictions. This right was even 
extended to residents of Tiara at the 
Abbey Homeowners Association, in a 
first of its kind ruling under the Missou-
ri Constitution.

Street performers, also known as 
buskers, no longer need to audition or 
pay $100 each for a license to perform 
in the City of St. Louis.

We are representing an Ellisville driver 
who was detained by police for flash-
ing his headlights to send a signal to 
others to drive safely. 

A former Republican committeeman, 
who was arrested while speaking on 
the sidewalk outside of the St. Charles 
County Republican Caucus, is chal-
lenging his arrest. 

Each of these incidents not only 
provided the ACLU with cause to take 
legal action, but also opportunities to 
explain why free speech is not limited 
to those with popular ideas.

Lesbian Gay Bisexual and 
Transgender Rights
The Supreme Court’s June decisions 
regarding DOMA, in the ACLU’s Edie 
Windsor case, and Prop 8 signalled 
that it was time to move forward for 
LGBT equality in Missouri. We part-
nered with PROMO to host a series 
of town hall meetings in St. Louis, 
Kansas City and Columbia to share 
information, give an overview of what 
federal benefits currently apply to 
legally married couples, gather stories, 
and develop strategies for next steps 
toward marriage in Missouri.  

In a Missouri Supreme Court case, we 
fought hard to secure survivor benefits 
for Kelly Glossip, whose same-sex 
life-partner — a state trooper — died 
in the line of duty.  We were disap-
pointed with the Court’s decision, but 
Kelly’s story helped the public under-
stand the real life predicaments that 
arise when lesbian, gay, bisexual or 
transgender Missourians are treated 
as second-class citizens.  We will con-
tinue to fight until LGBT Missourians 
are free from discrimination and have 
the right to marry. 

Death Penalty
The ACLU has three ongoing lawsuits 
(one on behalf of Hustler publisher 
Larry Flynt) to uncover information 
about the Missouri Department of Cor-
rections’ secretive execution protocol. 

There are simply too many unan-
swered questions about the lengths 

which Missouri goes to end some-
one’s life. For example, why 
does the lethal drug supplier need to 
be kept secret? Are suppliers con-
cerned they might lose business if 
their other customers learn they sell 
products to kill people? Will manu-
factors, who oppose their products 
being used to kill, cut off the supply 
of drugs? Are there problems with the 
anesthesiologist who will be part of 
the execution team? How can he be 
board certified if the Board of Anesthe-
siology forbids members from partic-
ipating in capital punishment? Which 
compound pharmacy will prepare the 
pentobarbital? Has that pharmacy had 
problems providing safe drugs? Are 
Missouri officials committing federal 
crimes in obtaining drugs?

Unwarranted Search 
A Missouri case was one of the ACLU 
matters before the U.S. Supreme 
Court this year, and we won. State of 
Missouri v. McNeely set a precedent 
protecting individuals from warrant-
less, forcible blood draws, absent an 
emergency. 

We fought on behalf of Linn State 
Technical College students who were 
forced to undergo drug testing, with no 
suspicion that they were even using 
illegal drugs. While the trial court 
agreed that it is unconstitutional to 
require universal mandatory drug-test-
ing before enrolling in classes, the 
college is appealing our victory for 
students. 

2012-13 Overview
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ACLU Legal Director Tony Rothert, PROMO Executive Director A.J. Bockelman and former Missouri Senator Joan 
Bray addressed the After DOMA town hall meeting held in St. Louis in September 2013.



Disability Rights
The Department of Justice reached 
one of its largest public accommoda-
tions disability discrimination settle-
ments on record for our client, Sue 
Gibson, who had been turned away 
from an eating disorders treatment 
center in 2011 simply because she is 
HIV-positive. 

Immigration Rights
We continue to meet with a coalition of 
Hispanic-based groups to tackle racial 
profiling issues primarily in North

St. Louis County. This coalition has 
worked mainly on traffic stops as they 
feed into the detention of undocument-
ed residents.  More recently we have 
turned our attention to a group of mu-
nicipalities that seem to be improperly 
asking for citizenship papers in grant-
ing residency permits for housing. We 
have been negotiating with the City of 
St. Ann to put their practices in line 
with their policies, and plan to expand 
this work to neighboring communities.

Racial Justice
ACLU of Missouri was recruited by 
national staff to participate in a project 
proposed by the UCLA’s Consor-
tium for Police Leadership in Equity 
(CPLE).  The ultimate goal is for the 
ACLU of Missouri and St. Louis Police 
Department to jointly develop and im-
plement reforms that will reduce racial 
disparities in policing communities. 
Regarding our school-to-prison pipe-
line work, we are still active at Ashland 
Elementary School, with our primary 
focus being an increase in parental 
engagement.

Separation of Church and State
The Franklin County Commissioners 
were hell bent to open meetings with 
Christian prayers and the Missouri leg-
islature proposed a prayer amendment 
to the Constitution that was passed by 
voters; the ACLU rallied against both 
and this received a flurry of media 
attention that was not limited to the 
Missouri borders. 

Freedom of Religion
Patrons of the Salem Public Library 
are now able to access Internet infor-
mation about minority religions. This 
information was previously filtered until 
the ACLU intervened.

Civilian Review of Police
Now that voters passed a ballot 
initiative to establish local control of 
St. Louis police, the ACLU of Missouri 
continues its efforts to make sure it 
includes a process for civilian review. 
We have been doing research into the 
implementation of hot-spot policing in 
St. Louis to make sure that civil liber-
ties are not further jeopardized.

Privacy
The program department has begun 
exploring issues related to surveil-
lance. We did an information request 
of several St. Louis County police 
departments to determine their poli-
cies and practices surrounding license 
plate readers. 

We also conducted a survey of street 
cameras for the purpose of crime 
suppression and detection and have 
uncovered an abuse of power. We 
have determined where governmental 
bodies are employing cameras in St. 
Louis and have gathered their policies 
and protocols, which often indicate a 
general lack of proper controls.  Our 
report on this problem will be released 
soon.

ACLU of Missouri
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In May 2013, the ACLU and part-
ners participated in an immigration 
reform vigil outside of Sen. Blunt’s 
Clayton office.

In July 2013, the ACLU and partners gathered on the steps of St. Louis’ Old Courthouse to honor Trayvon Martin 
and discuss ways to end racial inequalities and prevent future tragedies.



Education Rights
In Fall 2013, we sent letters to the 
superintendents of several school dis-
tricts detailing why it is illegal to refuse 
to accept students from unaccredited 
school districts. 

Prisoner Rights
An HIV-positive inmate at the Medium 
Security Institute in St. Louis, known 
as John Doe to protect his privacy, 
was denied the life-saving medication 
for the first 20 days of his stay. During 
that period he was given only Tylenol, 
despite repeated attempts by him, a 
friend and his doctor to re-establish 
his prescribed medical regime. John 
received an undisclosed monetary 
settlement from the medical provider 
in August 2012.

An ACLU lawsuit allowed Ste. Gene-
vieve County Detention Center detain-
ees to regain access to their pre-paid 
newspaper subscriptions. The papers 
were abruptly cut off after an inmate’s 
letter to the editor was published in the 
Ste. Genevieve Herald. 

We continue to receive reports about 
alarming conditions, such as alleged 
gladiator fights and the paying of 
inmates to beat up others in the St. 
Louis jails. In August 2012 we re-
leased a position paper entitled “Still 
Suffering in Silence.” It was a follow-up 
to our 2009 report that documented 
deplorable jail conditions.  The paper 
spelled out a detailed plan for institu-
tionalized oversight of the city jails. We 
have pushed since then for hearings in 
the Board of Aldermen to explore this 
proposal, and are now working with 
advocacy partners to collect stories to 
share with the new chair of the Public 
Safety Committee. 

Due Process
Senders of mail to inmates at the Mor-

gan County Adult Detention Center 
had not been notified when their mail 
was rejected, so we filed a lawsuit 
and won in September 2013. Now that 
Morgan County has a notification pol-
icy, we are hopeful that it will serve as 
an example for other counties across 
the state that lack policies.

Criminal Code Reform
The Missouri public defender’s office 
has been working to reduce case 
overloads, and we worked with them 
to influence the criminal code bill. We 
are working on bills to lower some 
sentences and make minor marijuana 
possession a fine-only misdemeanor. 
The need for this work was docu-
mented by ACLU National’s report 
Marijuana in Black and White: Billions 
of Dollars Wasted on Racially Biased 
Arrests,” which was released in June 
2013. We distributed press releases 
and opinion/editorials to educate the 
community about this unfair treatment 
and waste of taxpayer funds.

Right to Marry
In three situations, the ACLU cleared 
the red tape for couples to marry 
when one member is incarcerated and 
unable to appear before the County 
Recorder of deeds to sign a marriage 
license in person, as required by an 
unconstitutional Missouri statute. 

People with disabilities that prevent 
them from appearing in person to 
obtain a marriage license have similar 
problems. We have plans to remedy 
them in 2014.

Muslim Rights
Our Third Annual Muslim Day at the 
Capitol was held in April. This year’s 
event focused on the anti-Sharia bills, 
an anti-NDAA bill, the drone regulation 
bill, as well as several immigration 
bills. Even though an anti-Sharia bill 

passed the House and the Senate, we 
and our allies helped convince Gov. 
Nixon to veto it. 

The ACLU is negotiating with the 
St. Louis County jail regarding their 
policies for women in hijab. They now 
provide a separate room and female 
officers for the initial search when a 
woman enters the jail. However, we 
are still waiting for a new policy on 
wearing a hijab in mug shots and after 
entering the prison population. 

We were also able to train volunteer 
attorneys in mid-Missouri so that they 
are prepared to accompany Muslims 
on FBI interviews.  We called upon 
one of our cadre of St. Louis attorneys 
when a Muslim woman with a purely 
geographic connection to an accused 
East Coast bomber was approached 
for questioning.
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The ACLU and CAIR-
St. Louis held its 3rd 
Annual Muslim Day 
in Jefferson City in 
April 2013 at the state 
capitol. Sen. Jamilah 
Nasheed addressed 
the group, who lobbied 
against anti-Sharia Law 
legislation.

After the ACLU’s lawsuit, Gena 
Fuller was finally allowed to remar-
ry the father of her two children, 
Donnie Fuller, an inmate at the   
Jefferson City Correctional Center.



Gifts  April 1, 2012, through December 31, 2013

Justice Circle
Terry & Gordon Bloomberg 
Joseph & Yvonne Logan

President’s Circle
Ronald & Sharalyn Saks
Fred & Sara Epstein
Sheila Greenbaum & Gary M. Wasserman

Liberty Circle
Kate & Leo Drey
Norman & Susan Gilbert
Murray Underwood

Constitution Circle
Susan Carlson & Gerry Greiman 
Frances Hyman 
Arthur H. Lieber
Philip & Sima Needleman
David & Rebecca Nelson
Aaron & Nancy Novack
The Family of Jerome Osherow
William & Suzanne Raney
Dr. Naseem A. Shekhani
Ruth & Alvin Siteman
Daron L. Smith & Chris Finley
The Staenberg Family Foundation

Freedom Circle
Denise Field & Michael Cannon
Leonard & Julie Frankel
Dora & John Gianoulakis
Thomas R. Green
Robert King
Pershing Place Foundation
Brad Pierce & Laurie Vincent
Gary & Debby Siegel
Stephen W. & Linda Skrainka
Bob & Linda Waugh
Cynthia West
Pam & Mark Woodard

Supporters
Randy S. Anglen
Thomas & Michelle Blumenthal
Nancy & Bill Burchfield
Bill Dorothy & Ron Skinner
David E. Everson
William & Margaret Foege
Mondi Ghasedi
Sherman & Catherine George
Roger Goldman & Stephanie Rivens
Matthew Hall
Brenda L. Jones
Hilda P. Jones
Lucinda Perry & Matthew Jones
Jeffrey A. Mittman
Gyo Obata
William F. Pickard
Humayun Quadir
Shontaia Riley & Mary Hampton
Nancy R. Sachs
Sydell & Larry Shayer
Steve & Nan Streen
John Wandless
Donald L. Wolff
Vivian Zwick

Friends
Anonymous (4)
Khaled Abdel-Hamid & Lamice El-Kholoy
Joel F. Achtenberg
Salma Ahmad
Denny Allen
Donald B. Asbee
Roger & Margaret Beaman
Curtis T. Bell
Robert Blake
Diane Booth
Joan Botwinick
Joan Bray
Mary Ellen & Gene Brucker
Cathleen Burnett
Jim Butler
Dr. Lewis & Jean Chase
Joan Cheaney

Russell Chong
Pamela Coffin
Laura T. Cohen
Stephen G. Cohen
Sean Crowe
Lori Curtis
Jo Anna Dale
Margaret Decker & Margaret Nolan
David Diener
Gene & Rose Doty
Nikki D. Doughty
Harold & Jill Draper, III
Charles & Karen Elbert
Robert Scott Emanuel
Hedy Epstein
Ethical Society of St. Louis
Kathryn D. Fansler
William & Laurie Faulk
Hannah Fenley
Mary Ellen Finch
Suzanne Fischer
Allen & Nora Fluent
Dr. Fred  D. Fowler
Frankie Freeman
Gale Fuller
Ken Gore
Deborah J. Gersell
Ronald Glossop
Rebecca E. Goldstein
Robert Goldstein
Ruth Grant & Howard Schwartz
Patricia D. Gray
Percy Green
Laura E. Griesedieck
Ben Guthorn
James & Amany Ragab Hacking
Karen Handelman
Clarence & Janet Harmon
David Harris
Jeanie Hartz & Jennifer Hartz Pass
Jeff Hartz
Laurie Hauber & Ed Yang
Annette Heller
Willie Herndon
Doug Houser
Thomas Hayde & Michelle Akinsiku Hayde 
Mary & Dan Hladky
Don Huddleston

Thank you to our many supporters who contribute to the ACLU of Missouri Foundation. Because of their gener-
osity and commitment, the Bill of Rights’ values continue to be more than a promise on paper. These tax-
deductible contributions to the Foundation support our litigation and public education programs.
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Leaving a Personal Legacy
By including the ACLU in your will, you can leave a legacy of liberty for generations to 
come. Thousands of passionate civil libertarians have stepped forward and expressed 
their most cherished values by making a deeply meaningful gift to the ACLU in their 
estate plans. 

We invite you to join this special group of ACLU supporters who have made freedom, 
justice and equality their personal legacy by remember the ACLU in your estate plans.

To learn more, or to take advantage of our estate planning resources, vist www.aclu.
org/legacy or call toll-free (877) 867-1025.

Steven Hunt
Karen Hyman
Mohammed & Zubaida Ibrahim
Adil M. Imdad
Joe Jacobson
Cynthia Janovy
Ensley T. Jones
James Karl
Richard T. Katz
Robert E. Kohn
Dr. Stuart Kornfeld
Daniel Kramer
Mary F. & James W.  Kriegshauser
Kimberly Lackey
Paul & Kelly Lee
Timothy Lewis
Joy Lieberman
Robert H. Linsey



Terry Lueckenhoff
Kerwin L. Marshall
David G. McBride
Mary Brunjes
John Douglas McDaniel
Midwest Litigation
Missouri State Employees Charitable  
 Campaign
Jeanette Mott-Oxford
Kelvin Murphy
Sean Murphy & Ryan Lindsay
Alan Nagle
Dr. Charles and JoAnn Nester
Charles & Betsy Newman
Tedd Niemeyer
Lawrence & Fay Ollis
Pam Owens & Grant Doty
Patricia Perry
Clinton J. Phillips
Margaret Phillips
Tommie Pierson
William Ray Price
Philip Puglisi
Deborah Read
Dale Reichel
Richard & Linda Rostenberg
Sandy Rothschild
Susan J. Rotroff
Betty & Robert Rybacki
Raymond & Diane Rymph
Russell Sainz
Jackie Schirn & Robert Dryzmala 
Walter D. & Marie L. Schmitz
Anna Schumacher
Barbara Jean Schwartz
Drs. Benjamin & Susan Schwartz
Kip & Barb Seely
Dr. Atif Shafqat
Brian J. Shaver
Daniel Shelton
Donald E. Sievert
Dr. Arthur & Marjorie Silverblatt
Dr. Nathan & Mrs. Simon

Jeff Stack
Lynn Staley-Yarger
James & Susan Stepleton
Joseph Stimpfl
Earnest & Judith Stix
Joseph A. Tank
Jodie Treeman
Lois Jean Turner
Dr. Stanley & Priscilla Wald
Erica & Donald Warren
Rubyn Wasserman
Tony Westbrooks
Katherine White-Drescher
Keith & Anne Wiedenkeller
Tink Woolsey
Eric Youngberg
Arlene Zarembka & Zuleyma Tang-Martinez
Robert Zerby
Bill Ziegler
Elliot Zucker

In Honor of Katherine Dearing
Lois Vander Waerdt

In Honor of Sheila Greenbaum
Stephen Cohen
Roger Goldman
Rose-Lynn Sokol
Charles & Betsy Newman
Brad Pierce

In Honor of Brenda Jones
Jamala Rogers

In Honor of Taylor Landseman
Dr. Stacy Smith

In Honor of Aaron Novack
Alice Abrams

In Honor of John Kopolov
Alan & Peggy Schaffer

In Memory of Susan Carlson’s
Mother
Victoria Dankenbring

In Memory of Myra Blumenthal
Sheila Greenbaum
Paule, Camazine, & Blumenthal, P.C.

In Memory of Mary Sweed Katzenstein
Susan & Norman Gilbert
Sheila Greenbaum

In Memory of Dorothy Miller
Sheila Greenbaum

Jane Bierdeman Fike (1922-2012)
Jane Fike, of Fulton, was a dedicated 
mental health social worker for 50 years. 
She received her Master of Social Work 
degree from St. Louis University in 1949 
and was the director of psychiatric social 
work at Fulton State Hospital for 38 years. 
 Throughout her career, Jane served as 
a mentor and educator of many students. 
She received numerous professional 
awards and board appointments and in 

Tributes

In Memoriam

Curtis T. Bell
Terry & Gordon Bloomberg
Tom & Michelle Blumenthal
Jeanne L. Calkins
Jean E. Dunlap
Justine Eiseman
Drs. Robert L. & Sarah C. R. Elgin
Hedy Epstein
Richard Gilbert & Jennifer Berends
Mary Elizabeth Gordon
Tom Hansen
L.D. & Marilyn Harsin
George & Caroline Helmkamp
Ernest Honigmann
Synthia Jinks
Shannon Lopata Kastor & Peter Kastor
Lawrence P. & Cheryl O. Katzenstein
Brent Lambi
Joseph & Yvonne Logan
Richard McDow

Jeffrey A. Mittman
Toya M. Nelson
Burton & Stacey Newman
Aaron & Nancy Novack
Lucinda A. Perry & Matthew T. Jones
Brad Pierce & Laurie Vincent
Laurence Poisner
Bill & Suzanne Raney
Linda & Richard Rostenberg
Ruth K. Schwartz
Mary M. Steeb & Glenn Littleton
Joseph H. Stiens*
Steven & Nan Streen
Kaleen Tiber
Julia A. Trotter
Robert W. Waugh & Linda Kamp Waugh
Arlene Zarembka & Zuleyma Tang-Martinez                             
                   

*deceased

DeSilver Society  Members
Thank you to the DeSilver Society members for including the ACLU of 
Missouri in their estate plans.
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2008 she was recognized by Social Work 
Today magazine as one of the most influ-
ential social workers in the United States. 

W. Murray Underwood (1917-2013)
Murray Underwood spent his career as 
a chemical engineer. After retiring from 
Monsanto in 1978, he became the dean 
of a technical college in Algeria and a year 
later returned to St. Louis and became a 
professor at Washington University.
 Murray was married for 66 years to 
Mary Jane, who died in November 2012.
He was an ACLU member for more than 
60 years, and spent 45 of those years 
serving as a valued member of the board 
of trustees. He has the distinction of being 
the only person awarded both a Civil Liber-
ties Award and ACLU’s highest honor, the 
Roger Baldwin Award.

We thank Jane and Murray for remem-
bering the ACLU in their estate plans.

Visionaries



To contact us, write or call:

ACLU of Missouri

3601 Main Street 454 Whittier Street
Kansas City, MO  64111 St. Louis, MO 63108
T/816-470-9933 T/314.652-3114

www.aclu-mo.org

2012 & 2013 Bill of Rights Celebrations
The 41st and 42nd Annual Bill of Rights celebrations were held in September 2012 and 2013, at the Soulard Pres-
ervation Hall. Brenda Jones, the sole recipient of a 2012 Civil Liberties Award, was honored for her exceptional 
commitment to the defense and promotion of civil liberties of all. During her eight years of service as executive 
director of the ACLU of Eastern Missouri, she set the organization on a trajectory of growth and modernization. 
 Two Civil Liberties Awards were presented in 2013. John Gianoulakis, a St. Louis attorney, helped draft an 
amicus brief, signed by 22 state attorneys general, for Gideon v. Wainwright, the 1963 landmark case establish-
ing the right to counsel for indigent defendants in criminal cases. Human rights activitist Percy Green II began 
his quest for fair employment in 1963 as a member of St. Louis Congress on Racial Equality’s demonstrations at 
Jefferson Bank.


