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Each year, the American Civil Liberties
Union of Missouri's Legislative and Policy
Director, Sara Baker, moves to Jefferson
City during the five-month legislative
session.

B O Y
H I G H S C H O O L

Sara meets with legislators, writes briefs,
gathers statewide support, partners with
coalitions, tracks bills, and testifies to
protect Missourians' civil liberties. Three
community organizers work across the
state to deepen community connections
and grow support for policy change. In
addition, the ACLU of Missouri's legal team
provides expertise.

BY THE NUMBERS

Tracked 685 bills
Authored four bills
Testified on 84 bills
Bills we testified in opposition: 41
Bills we testified in support: 43
Of the bills we testified & supported, four passed
Organized 120 to Jefferson City for Lobby Day
Organized 12 to Jefferson City for Youth Lobby Day

The success of our organization during the General Assembly is attributed to partnerships
on all sides of the political aisle. If you are reading this report, you helped us achieve
success in this legislative session. Thank you.

FIRST AMENDMENT
PROTECTIONS
For the second time, we assisted a
coalition of organizations to stop a
measure that would have limited the
rights of individuals to boycott.
We are pleased to have stopped
Missouri from tarnishing this right.

We also worked to stop so-called “critical
infrastructure” legislation that would penalize
any organization who organized a protest,
making them liable if someone inspired by their
message breaks the law.
Across the country, the ACLU has stood firm
with advocates to protect First Amendment
rights. Charging those groups as “conspirators”
chills their ability to express their views.
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
The ACLU of Missouri supported landmark criminal
justice reform this year. We advocated for the passage
of mandatory minimum reform and the expansion of
expungement provisions. (Expungement provisions keep
criminal records private, especially from potential
employers or landlords.)

WIN: ENDING MANDATORY MINIMUMS

Mandatory minimums attach a specific number of years
to particular charges and have a discriminatory impact.
In the first ten months after this bill is put into practice,
estimates hold that almost 200 individuals will be
released from prison. After four years, this win is
projected to decrease the Missouri prison population by
925 individuals.
Studies from National Research Council show that
minimum sentences have few deterrent effects.
It's time to get smart on criminal justice.

PASSED: MORE MISSOURIANS WILL
NOW BE ABLE TO EXPUNGE CRIMINAL
RECORDS

Photo of Bobby @ Robert Cohen /
St. Louis Post-Dispatch / Polaris
Bobby Bostic (pictured) is a 40 year-old serving a
241-year sentence for a crime committed when he
was 16.

People with criminal records face enormous barriers to employment, safe housing, and
myriad other "collateral consequences of [a] conviction."
Senate Bill 1 expanded the ability of Missourians to expunge their criminal records and get
a second chance. Growing numbers of Americans are in need of measures like this to get
back to work and avoid lifelong consequences.
The United States now houses roughly the
same number of people with criminal records
as it does four-year college graduates.

OUR NEXT MOVE

There is more to do. Missouri must
decriminalize HIV, we must decriminalize
marijuana, and we must put a halt to racial
profiling in Missouri. We look forward to
continuing robust work on criminal justice
reform next legislative session.
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ABORTION
The ACLU of Missouri, part of the statewide #StopTheBans Coalition, fought the legislature’s
decision to ban abortion at eight weeks.
We fought this bill all session and in cities throughout the state. Our fight is not over.

A REFERENDUM PETITION TO STOP MO’S ANTI-ABORTION LAW
After the Missouri Legislature passed HB 126 and Governor Parson signed it into law, we
immediately filed a referendum petition. This is the first step to bring Missouri’s antiabortion law before the voters. Once the referendum is approved for circulation, we will
begin gathering over 100,000 signatures to place the issue on the 2020 ballot.
Once the signatures are submitted, the law cannot go into effect until a statewide vote has
been made. A simple majority vote will remove the law.
Missourians oppose ending legal abortion.
The Missouri General Assembly, trying to
outdo the misguided and extreme
examples of anti-abortion politicians
nationally, has made its intention clear: it
wants to ban all abortion. Preventing
Missourians from accessing safe, legal
abortion after eight weeks is
unconstitutional and dangerous.

ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE

Abortion access is healthcare. The law
that will be put before Missouri voters,
would criminalize doctors who perform
abortions. It will force pregnant
individuals to carry an unwanted
pregnancy to term, even in cases of rape
and incest, and even if the pregnancy is
not viable or a risk to the health of the
individual. This measure is designed to
control people's bodies and eliminate
their free will.
Passing an eight-week abortion ban is an
example of government overreach and
disregard for the constitutional rights of
Missourians. The ACLU of Missouri will
continue to explore all options to stop
House Bill 126.

In the Missouri General Assembly as House Bill 126 is
argued

2019 LEGISLATIVE REPORT

STAND
UP
FOR
JUSTICE
WORK TO DISMANTLE
SCHOOL TO PRISON
PIPELINE

University City High School Students and Staff attend Youth Lobby
Day with Missouri State Senator Brian Williams

For years, the disproportionate discipline
of students of color and students with
disabilities have tarnished Missouri's
reputation.

Missouri’s students with disabilities are
nearly 10 times more likely to be subjected to
restraint and 27 times more likely to be
subjected to seclusion compared to their nondisabled peers. Parents should be notified
about these practices.

We helped legislators introduce legislation
to break the pipeline.

Representative Mackey also sponsored House
Bill 1069 which bans out-of-school
suspension for kindergarten to third-grade
students (except in extreme circumstances).
There is growing national support for such
policies, and a similar ban was already
implemented in St. Louis City. Students learn
vital literacy and mathematics skills during
kindergarten -3rd grade, skills they will build
on throughout their education.

CHANGING THE SYSTEM

Representative Paula Brown launched an
effort to shorten the overall number of
suspension days. Currently, students can be
suspended for up to 180 days, but the
school year is only 186 days.
Representative Brown sponsored House
Bill 1198, which reduces maximum
suspension length to 90 days. When a
student receives a long-term (i.e., 10+ day)
suspension, districts are still required to
provide an equal education but their efforts
often fall short.
We need students to return to the
classroom.
Representative Ian Mackey sponsored
House Bill 1023 requiring schools to inform
parents within 24 hours when students are
subjected to restraint or seclusion.

Kids should be kept in class. Period.
Finally, Representative Burnett sponsored
House Bill 42, a bill that seeks to ensure that
children in the justice system receive
counsel. Recent data shows that a troubling
number of children have been waiving their
right to counsel in closed courts.
This bill made it out of the Standing
Committee on Children and Families with a
unanimous vote.
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IMMIGRATION

MORE THAN

225,000
PEOPLE
ACROSS MISSOURI
ARE FOREIGNBORN
The ACLU of Missouri and its statewide
coalition, the Missouri Immigration Policy
Coalition, halted efforts to turn Missouri into a
"show-me your papers" state.

Senate Joint Resolution (SJR) 18 put the burden
on local law enforcement to verify the
immigration status of any individual they
suspect does not have "lawful" status.
Fundamentally, laws like this set the stage for the overzealous prosecution of immigrants.
SJR 18 mirrors provisions of Senate Bill 1070 which caused outcry in Arizona. As law
enforcement leaders across the country have explained, it’s impossible to enforce laws like
Senate Bill 1070, and in turn SJR 18, without using race, color or ethnicity.

OUR WIN

Our coalition stopped this effort in committee, blocking it from coming to the floor and
effectively killing the legislation.
We also prevented legislators from adding a provision that would have marked state IDs
(like driver's licenses) with a “non-citizen” designation. This approach puts immigrants at
risk, opening them up to discrimination every time they show their identification. We were
pleased to lobby against this legislation and block it from final passage.
The ACLU of Missouri was delighted when the Missouri budget committee eliminated
restrictions on in-state tuition eligibility for undocumented students. In 2015, the Missouri
Legislature unconstitutionally legislated through the budget to penalize universities who
offered in-state tuition to Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients.
Unfortunately, just days later, the legislature recommitted to this injustice. They
backtracked on their compromise and barred undocumented students from access to instate tuition. We will continue to fight for the right of all Missouri’s students to access
higher education on equal terms.
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RAISE
YOUR
VOICE!
FIGHTING FOR MONA
The Missouri Nondiscrimination Act (MONA) was introduced in the Missouri Legislature to
add sexual orientation and gender identity to Missouri’s Human Rights Act. MONA would
prohibit discrimination in employment, housing, and public accommodations equal to other
protected categories such as race, sex, and national origin. MONA was first introduced by
Steve McLuckie in 1998. Since this introduction, MONA has gained ground every year and
moved the needle closer to becoming law.
During the legislative session our coalition partners and our organizers mobilized in
Jefferson City to file MONA as an amendment to multiple pieces of legislation. Organizers
lobbied targeted elected officials and testified in committee hearings bringing the
conversation to the House floor. MONA did not pass this year - but this fight is far from over.
Conversely, legislation that singled out queer
and trans students by denying equal
educational benefits was introduced this
legislative session. Senate Bill 314 sought to
discriminate against queer students by limiting
a University’s ability to enforce its nondiscrimination policy. We successfully defeated
this legislation.
To support our legislative fights, we are
building grassroots momentum with our Trans
Justice Program. Through community trainings
and developing a statewide Trans Leadership
Table, we are increasing the statewide power
of Missouri’s queer & trans community. Our
voices will be heard in Jefferson City.
ACLU, PROMO, and Empower Missouri to fight for MONA

906 Olive St., Suite 1130, St. Louis, MO 63101 | 314-652-3114 | www.aclu-mo.org

